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ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1939. 


TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  8c  COUNCILLORS  OF  THE 
EVESHAM  BOROUGH  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
state  of  the  Public  Health  in  the  Borough  of  Evesham  for  the  year 
1959  and  the  work  carried  out  by  your  Health  Department 


I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  & Gentlem.en, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.T.  SHENNAN,  M.B.,  Ch.B. , D.P.H., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


The  Croft,  Telephone  No. : Pershore  133« 

Station  Road, 

Pershore. 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29197855 


SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITICNS  OF  THE  /J?EA. 


Area  in  acres 

Registrar  General's  Estimate  of 
resident  population 


Mid  1959 
Mid  1958 
Mid  1957 
Mid  19^9 
Census  1951 


3,958  acres 

12,440 

12,380 

12,330 

11,850 

12,066 


Number  of  inhabitated  houses  at:  1st  April  1959 

1st  April  1958 
1st  April  1957 
1st  April  1949 


3,875 

3,822 

3,778 

3,240  (estimated). 


Rateable  value  1st  April  1959 
Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 


£197,778. 

£794. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

( 1958  figures  in  brackets) . 


Population : The  estimated  population  at  12,440  shows  a further  increase  of 
60  over  last  year's  figure  ( 12,380). 

LIVE  BIRTHS:  Male.  Female.  Total. 


Le gitimate 

105  (113) 

84  (99) 

189  (212) 

Illegitimate 

3 (2) 

5 (1) 

8 (3) 

108  (115) 

89  (100) 

197  (215) 

Birth  Rate.  (Births  per  1,000  population):- 

1959.  1958. 

1957. 

1949.  1959  - 

Eng.  & Wales. 

Crude 

I5X  17.4 

16.5 

16.8  16.5 

(16. 4). 

Comparability  Factor  1,03  I.03 

1.03 

- 

- 

Standardised 

16.3  17.9 

17.0 

- 

- 

Illegitimacy  Rate. 

(Total  live  illegitimate  births  per  1,000 

total  live  births 

1959.  1958. 

1957. 

1949. 

40.6  14.0 

44. 1 

40.2 

STILL  BIRTHS: 

Male . 

Female . 

Total. 

Legitimate 

3 (1) 

- (3) 

3 (4) 

Illegitimiate 

- (-) 

- (-) 

- (-) 

3 (1) 

- (3) 

3 (4) 

Still  Birth  Rate: 

(Still  births  per 

1,000  live  and  still  births):- 

1959.  1958. 

1957. 

1949.  1959  - 

• (Eng.  & Rales). 

15.0  18.3 

35.2 

24.5  20.7 

(21.6). 

DEATHS : 

Male . 

Female . 

Total . 

91  (99) 

105  (95) 

196  (194). 

Death  Rate. 

(Deaths  per  1,000 

1959.  1958. 

populati 

on ) : - 

1957. 

1949.  1959  - 

• (Eng.  & Wales). 

Crude 

15.8  15.7 

12.8 

12.1  11.6 

(11.7). 

Comparability  Factor  O.63  0.84 

0.92 

- 

- 

Standardised 

10.0  13.2 

11.8 

- 

- 

Crude  Death  Ra 

.te.  (Calculated  a 

fter  deduction  of  non-resident  patients 

assigned  to 

Borough  by  6 

months  rule ) . 

1959. 

1958. 

1959  - (Eng.  & tales) 

11.8 

12.0 

11.6  (11.7). 
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G.R.O.  Circular  (M.O.II.)  No.  2/1958  (Fara.  3)  stated  that:- 

"From  1st  January,  1958,  a death  in  a Chronic  Sick  or  Mental  Hospital  will 
be  assigned  to  the  area  of  occurrence  only  if  the  deceased  has  been  there  for 
six  months  or  more.  If  the  deceased  had  been  there  less  than  six  months,  the 
death  will  be  transferred  to  the  area  of  usual  residence,  if  any.  The 
modifications  described  in  C.R.O.  Circular  (M.O.H. ) No.  2/195^  are  superseded 
and  all  hospitals  for  the  chronic  sick  will  be  treated  alike  for  transfer 
purposes. " 

Avonside  General  Hospital  in  the  Borough  of  Evesham  has  a large  chronic 
sick  unit.  This  unit  t.okes  in  a considerable  number  of  Chronic  Sick  patients 
from  outside  the  Borough.  Deaths  among  these  patients  resident  six  months  or 
more  in  the  hospital  were  assigned  to  the  Borough  for  statistical  purposes. 

This  increased  the  total  number  of  deaths  occurring  in  the  Borough  with  a 
corresponding  increase  in  the  death  rate. 

The  estimated  number  of  deaths  in  this  category  in  1959  was:- 

Hale  - 22.  Female  - 2?.  Total  - 

Taking  these  figures  into  consideration,  the  crude  death  rate  is  11.8. 

A further  allowance  has  been  made  by  the  Registrar  General  for  this 
increase  by  a change  in  the  comparability  factor  to  O.63  (0.84  in  1958;  0.92 

in  1957)*  This  brings  the  standardised  death  rate  to  IO.O/IOOO  - I.6/IOOO 
below  that  for  England  and  Wales.  1959  figure  13.2/1000  was  1 .5/l000above 
that  for  England  and  Wales. 

Comparison  of  Standardised  Death  Rate  with  Death  Rate  for  England 
and  Wales  (1949  - 195 9)-  Borough.  England  & Wales. 


1959 

10.0 

11.6 

1958 

l3o2 

11.7 

1957 

11.8 

11.5 

1956 

10.9 

11.7 

1955 

12.0 

11.7 

1954 

10.7 

11.3 

1953 

25.7 

11 .4 

1952 

11.1 

11.3 

1951 

l4. 1 

12.5 

1950 

15.3 

11.6 

1949 

12.8 

10.8 

* 1953  was  the  year  in  which  the  Registrar  General  first  made  an  alteration 
in  the  assignment  of  "place  of  residence".  This  v^ras  withdrawn  in  1954.  It 


was 

Ma.i' 

a revision  of  this  scheme  which  was 

or  Causes  of  Deaths  (by  percentages): 

introduced  in 

1959. 

1958. 

1958. 

1957. 

1 . 

Diseases  of  the  circulatory  system. 

57. 7°/^ 

57.2% 

56.3% 

2. 

Malignant  Diseases  (all  forms) 

14.3% 

8.8% 

16.5% 

3. 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  T.B 

.) 

7.1% 

11.3% 

7.6% 

4. 

Accidents 

2.0% 

1.5% 

3.8% 

5. 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

- 

- 

1.3% 

MATERNAL  DEATHS: 

M'^ternal  Mortality  (Matern.a.1  Deaths  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births) 
1959»  1958.  1957»  1959  (England  8c  Wales) 


INFANT,  NEONATAL  L PERINATAL  DEATHS: 

(Infant  deaths  under  1 year  of  age). 

0.38 

Male . 

(0.43). 

Female. 

Total 

Legitimate 

3 (5) 

1 (2) 

4 

(7) 

Illegitimate 

- (-) 

- (-) 

- 

(-) 

3 (5) 

1 (2) 

4 

(7) 

(4) 


I % 
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Neonatal  Deaths  (under  4 weeks  of  age): 

Male 

Female . 

Total. 

Legitimate 

2 (3) 

1 (2) 

3 (5) 

Illegitimate 

- (-) 

- (-) 

- (-) 

2 (3) 

1 (2) 

3 (5) 

Early  Neonatal  Deaths  (under  1 week  of 

age ) .Male. 

Female . 

Total. 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

Ille gitimate 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Perinatal  Deaths  (still  births  and  deaths  of  infants 

under  1 week). 

Male. 

Female . 

To  tal . 

Legitimate 

4 

- 

4 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

4 

INFi^NT,  NEONAT/J.  & PERINATAL  MORT/.LITY 

RATES : 

1959  1958 

1937. 

1959 

(England 

and  Wales. 

Deaths  of  legitimate  inf  ^nts 

per  1,000  legitimate  live  births. 
Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  per 

21.2  33.0 

20.5 

- 

- 

1,000  legitimate  live  births 

- 

20.5 

- 

- 

Infant  mortality  rate  (under  1 year) 

20.3  32.6 

19.6 

22.2 

(22.6) 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  (under  4 weeks) 
Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still  birth 

15.2  23.3 

9.8 

15.8 

(16.2) 

and  deaths  of  infants  under  1 week 
per  1,000  live  and  still  births). 

20.0 

34.2 

(35.1). 

CAUSES  OF  INFANT  DEATHS: 

Respiratory  Infection 
Congenital  Malformation 

Atelectasis 

Birth  Trauma 


1938. 

1 

2 5 

(1  Perinatal)  (2  neonatal). 

3 

(neonatal ) . 

2 

(1  Perinatal, 

1 Early  Perinatal) 


(5). 


CAUSES  OF  DE..m  p THE  BQPvOUGH  OF  EVESHAM  - 19^9 . 
(1935  figures  in  br.?.ckv::ts). 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

M. 

F. 

TOTAL. 

MORTALITY 
R/iTE  PER 

1 ,000  Pop. 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

— 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

- 

- 

- 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

1 

- 

1 

• 

0 

00 

4.  Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

- 

- 

- 

7.  Acute  "oliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

8.  Measles 

- 

- 

- 

9.  Other  infective  and  pa.rasitic 

diseases. 

1 

- 

1 (1) 

.08 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

4 

2 

6 (-) 

.48 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

2 

1 

3 (6) 

.24 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- 

3 

3 (1) 

.24 

13-  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

- 

- 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

neoplasms 

5 

11 

16  (10) 

1.29 

13*  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

- 

- 

- 

16.  Diabetes 

- 

- 

- (1) 

- 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

20 

23 

43  (31) 

3.62 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

h 

6 

10  (20) 

.80 

19*  Hypertension  with  heart  disease. 

- 

2 

2 (10) 

.16 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

23 

23 

48  (43) 

3.86 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

8 (7) 

.63 

22.  Influenza 

- 

1 

1 (-) 

.08 

23.  Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 (3) 

.16 

1 2h.  Bronchitis 

7 

2 

9 (16) 

.73 

23.  Other  diseases  of  rv^-spiratory  system 

O' 

> 

- 

3 (1) 

.24 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum. 

1 

- 

1 (2) 

.08 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

- 

- 

- (1) 

- 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

- 

- 

- 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

- 

- 

- 

30.  Iregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

- 

- 

31.  Congenital  Malformation 

1 

1 

2 (4) 

.16 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases 

11 

19 

30  (30) 

2.4l 

33*  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

- 

- 

- (2) 

- 

3^.  All  other  accidents 

2 

2 

4 (1) 

.32 

33*  Suicide 

1 

1 (2) 

.08 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

- 

- 

- 

TOTALS . 

91 

103 

196  (194) 

13.76 

DEi.THS  BY 

AGE 

Age 

in 

Years. 

M. 

F. 

1939. 

193a. 

0 

1 

3 

1 

4 

8 

1 

- 

l4 

2 

- 

2 

3 

13 

- 

24 

- 

- 

- 

- 

23 

- 

64 

20 

18 

38 

38 

63 

and 

over 

66 

86 

132 

143 

TOTAL . 

91 

103 

196 

194 

(6). 


1 ■ v; 


, Vi  J ^ % W I 


' I 

I 


.vT'.;; 


'T"' 

I 


1 


\-;  -j 

'■  / t 

' '■■ ) 'T 


r r 


I '.'  u 

; r ^ , 

:(?/<■■),  '•* 
fM'-. 


'-'I  ; 


y ■ i 


ot)  o: 

(s)  • 


r 


. i& 

•1 


-‘c 

*» 

.-3^'  .-. 


Y:  . : ' 


» ' M>>j,i.'  j jif  ^i ; » I 

' • .'S 

■ .■•i  i'b  'nil,  , ' it 

al  t:-,yVi- 

'■  i»>jS1 

'''iVj 

' '.  •U’abw'iK'* |6  * 

• - *!  < ’ ‘i\ 


* l litv/Lil 


nV''-n);.r 


■■.  1 ■ • I 

. ■ C',i'  ■‘■i--’  ny  ■ ' ri)^  wi  ’ l 

.,i:^r>  . t 


'7  '..M 


. yy 


■:>  " 'I  1 'r::. 

* 


• vfr 


i!  ■^;-,;tv'  'V 


..»ino*ii  .ji 


/ •)  v1 


£:»?;„  r, .; 


■ i.uH 

i'f  ' ’ ■. 

' ' ■"  ’ 

•;Oi 

H . 

!■' 

:■  '•Sv'i'ji 

' vw  ; ,v' 

4i/ 

' 'k^v- . 

bio^  1.  . 

, ''iH 

— ^■- 

? 

,-  " 

Ml 


.,^..C 


li.; 


I 


1,  ( 
'll 

7 -f  t '• 


‘/Yi 


A 


?lv 


I 


i.  li'll  1.4 


SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


(a)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Services  provided  by  the  County  Council  or  by 

the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  through  the  agency  of  the  County  Council: 


Clinic . 

Where  Held. 

1 

Time . j 

Child  IVelfare  Clinic 
(including  Diphtheria 
and  whooping  Cough 
Immunisation  - except 
on  1st  Friday  in  month. 

The  Clinic , 

Avonside  Hospital. 

j 

i 

! 

Fridays 
2-4  p.m. 

Infant  Weighing  Centre. 

The  Clinic, 

Avonside  Hospital. 

Wednesdays, 
2-4  p.m. 

Midwives'  Ante-Natal 

Clinic . 

The  Clinic, 
nvonside  Hospital. 

Thursdays, 
2-4  p.m. 

School  Minor  Ailment 

Clinic . 

The  Clinic, 

Avonside  Hospital. 

Fridays 

9.30  a.m. 

School.  Dental  Clinic. 

The  Clinic, 

Avonside  Hospital. 

By  appointment 

School  Speech  Therapy 
Clinic 

The  Clinic, 

/.vonside  Hospital. 

By  appointment, 

School  Oplithalmic  Clinic. 

The  Clinic, 

Avonside  Hospital. 

By  appointment, 

i 

Immunisation  and 
Vaccination 

The  Clinic , 
i^ivonside  Hospital . 

By  appointment, 

Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

Evesham  General  Hospital. 

By  appointment. 

Chest  Clinic. 

Worcester  Royal 

Infirmary . 

By  appointment. 

Child  Guidance  Clinic. 

Loves  Grove, 

Worcester. 

By  appointment, 

(b)  Health  Visitors: 

The  County  Council  provided  a service  of  health  visitors  in  the  district. 
The  health  visitors  serving  in  the  Borough  were:- 


Miss  M.C.  Kemp,  Avonside  Clinic  ) 
Miss  G.I.  Harris,  Avonside  Clinic.) 
Mrs.  M.  Harth.an,  Avonside  Clinic.  ) 


Telephone  No. 

Evesham 

2041. 


(Full  time). 
(Full  time). 
(Part  time). 


( c )  The  Midvjjfery  Services  and  Home  Nursing: 


The  County  Council  continued  to  provide  domiciliary  nursing  and 
midwifery  services.  Three  nurses  working  from  103,  High  Street,  Evesham 
(formerly  known  as  6,  North  Terrace)  carried  out  Midwifery,  Maternity  and 
General  Home  Nursing  within  the  Borough.  Another  nurse  resident  in  Evesham 
carried  out  general  home  nursing  only.  (High  Street  Nurses'  Home  Telephone 
No.  Evesham  2328). 

( d ) School  Health  Services : 

The  County  Council  continued  to  provide  an  extensive  school  health 
service  throughout  the  district.  Regular  Medical  Inspections  of  school 
children  were  c-arried  out  and  special  clinics,  e.g.  , minor  ailment, 
orthopaedic,  ophthalmic,  dental,  child  guidance,  etc.,  were  available 
for  the  reference  of  children  where  more  detailed  investigation  or 
treatment  wss  required.  An  Open-air  School  was  available  at  Malvern  to 
which  children  who  v<iere  thought  to  be  likely  to  benefit  from  a change  of 
air  and  environment  could  be  sent. 

( e ) Laboratory  Facilities : 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  provided,  at  the  Royal  Infirmary, 
Worcester,  facilities  for  the  bacteriological  examination  of  samples  of 
ice-creajTi,  milk,  water,  pies,  sausages  and  other  foodstuffs  in  addition  to 
specimens  and  swabs  connected  with  the  diagnosis  and  spread  of  infectious 
diseases. 


Chemical  analysis  of  water  and  foodstuffs  when  required  was  carried 
out  by  the  County  Analyst,  Worcester. 

(f )  Hospital  Services: 


Hospitals,  under  the  control  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  which  served 
this  District,  were:- 


Infectious  Disease 


Newtovm  Hospital,  Worcester. 
Little  Bromwich  Fever  Hospital. 


Tuberculosis . 


Maternity. 


Nevi/town  Hospital,  Worcc;ster. 
Knightwick  Sajiatorium. 

St.  Vi/ulst':^ns  Hospital,  Malvern. 

Avonside  Hospital,  Evesham. 
Ronkswood  Hospital,  Worcester. 


Children's  Disease. 


IVorcester  Royal  Infirmary. 
Children's  Hospital,  Birmingham. 


Venereal  Disease.  Vi/orcester  Royal  Infirmary. 

Mental  Illness.  Powick  Hospital. 


General . 


Aged  Chronic  Sick. 


Evesham  General  Hospital. 
Worcester  Royal  Infirmary. 
Birmingham  Hospitals. 

Avonside  Hospital,  Evesham. 


(g)  Diphtheria  Immunisation  and  Smallpox  Vaccination  Service. 


This  was  provided  by  the  County  Council.  Locally  it  was  administered 
for  the  Borough  by  the  Evesham  Rural  District  Council.  Figures  of  immunisation 
a.nd  vaccination  carried  cut  are  found  under  Section  ('!’’). 


(h)  Poliom.ye litis  Vaccination  Service: 

This  service  w"s  administer^:!  by  the  County  Council. 


(8). 


(i)  Ambulance  Service: 


This  was  provided  by  the  County  Council.  Ambulances  stationed  at 
Avonside  Hospital,  Evesham,  included  two  County  Council  Ambulances, 
plus  one  Civil  Defence  Ambulance,  which  could  be  used  in  emergencies. 

( j ) Health  Education: 

The  Council  contributes  to  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education. 

( k ) Home  Helps  Service : 

The  County  Council  continued  to  provide  this  service,  which  was 
organised  by  the  Women's  Voluntary  Service,  the  local  organiser  being 
Mrs.  G.M.  Gill  Smith,  W.V.S.  Office,  52,  Merstow  Green,  Eveshami. 

( l ) Care  of  the  Aged : 

No  action  was  taken  in  1959  under  Section  ^7  of  National  jlssistance 
/.cts  (19^0  and  1951)  for  the  removal  of  old  people. 


(9). 


SECTIO?'  C. 


SyJ^ITARY  CI2CUMST/.NCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


WATER  SUPPLY: 

The  water  supply  of  Evesham  is  obtained  from  three  sources,  as  follows 

1.  The  principal  supply  is  derived  from  six  springs  in  the.  Middle  Hill  and 
Snowshill  area  of  the  Cotswolds.  The  springs  are  situated  in  upland 
agricultural  and  wooded  land.  The  w^'.ter  issues  from  the  Inferior  Oolite 
and  Cotswold  sands  on  Upper  Lias  clay.  After  collection  into  chambers 

the  water  gravitates  to  Broadway  reservoir,  and  is  of  excellent  quality 
though  rather  hard. 

2.  An  auxiliary  supply  is  obtained  from,  the  Pinnock  area  in  Gloucestershire 
where  the  effluent  from  two  springs  are  collected  and  pumped  to  the  Broadway 
Reservoir.  This  supply  is  situated  in  the  River  Thames  watershed  and  the 
pumping  is  restricted  to  250,000  gallons  per  day. 

At  the  Broadway  Reservoir  which  is  an  enclosed  chamber  holding  two  and 
a half  million  gallons,  the  water  is  chlorinated  before  entering  the  mains 
leading  to  the  town. 

3.  An  additional  supply  is  available  from  a 6"  main  which  is  connected  to 
the  main  Coventry  Aquaduct  at  Lower  Moor.  This  supply,  which  feeds  into  the 
Greenhill  area  - the  district  most  remote  from  the  Broadway  Reservoir  - is  only 
brought  into  use  during  shortage  periods  and  to  increase  pressure  at  Greenhill 
when  necessary. 


It  was  not  found  necessary  to  restrict  the  supply  during  the  year  other 
than  the  use  of  hosepipes  during  the  summer  months. 

13  samples  of  mains  wat^r  were  taken  for  chemical  an-'lysis,  v/hich  proved 
satisfactory,  a typical  result  being  as  follows 


PHYSICAL  ClL.RiiCTERG 

Colour . 

Odour. 

Appearance . 


Colourless . 
Konc- . 

Clear. 


pH  7.7. 


CHEMICAL  EXAMINATION : 


(Results  expressed  in  parts  per  million) 


Solids  in  suspension  (dri.  d at  100°  C)  

Solids  in  solution  (dried  at  l80°  C)  240 

" ” after  Ignition  210 

Chlorini;  present  as  Chloride ..  lA 

Hardness  Non  Carbonate  50 

" Carbonate 15O 

" Total 200 

Ammoniacal  Nitr-,.gon Trace 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  Trace 

Nitrate  Nitrogen. . 4.5 

Nitrite  Nitrogen Nil 

Oxygen  absorved  in  4 hours  at  27°  C (N/80  Perm-anganate ) O.15 

Toxic  Metals  . . None  detected 

Residual  Chlorine  Total  0.01 


Analyst’s  Opinion:  The  chemical  condition  of  the  sajnple 

is  satisfactory. 


A sample  of  mains  water  taken  for  plumbo-solvency  proved  satisfactory  - 
the  Analyst's  remarks  being:  "In  the  cold  (average  room  temperature  about 
20  C),  the  water  showed  a negligible  solvent  action  on  lead." 
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Fifteen  samples  of  mains  water  were  taken  for  bracteriological  examination, 
of  which  fourteen  proved  satisfactory.  The  one  unsatisfactory  sample  was 
due  to  sampling  error.  Subsequent  samples  from  the  same  source  proved 
satisfactory.  Eight  samples  of  untreated  water  were  taken  from  the  spring 
and  intake  sources,  all  proving  satisfactory. 

Only  four  properties  - isolated  farms  and  houses  within  the  Borough,  are 
without  mains  water  for  domestic  use. 

In  addition,  eight  chemical  samples  of  raw  spring  water  were  taken  and 
all  proved  satisfactory. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEVi/ERAGE  DISPOSAL: 

With  the  exception  of  approximately  some  60  all  houses  in  the  Borough  are 
connected  to  the  main  sewerage  system. 

The  whole  of  the  tovm's  sewers  gravitate  to  the  Abbey  Road  Pumping  Station 
(the  site  of  the  old  sewerage  vrarks).  The  sewage  enters  this  pumping  station  at 
two  levels  and  the  contents  of  the  loW’c;r  sewer  have  to  pumped  up  to  the  upper 
level. 


At  the  Abbey  Road  Pumping  Station,  10  times  dry  weather  flow  is  decanted 
directly  into  the  river.  Between  3 snd  10  times  dry  weather  flow  is  taken  off 
into  storm  water  tanks  (adapted  from  the  settling  tank  of  the  old  works)  and 
after  sedimentation  supernatant  water  is  passed  to  the  river.  Sludge  from 
these  tanks  is  returned  to  the  main  sewerage  stream,  which  is  then  pumped 
to  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Clarks  Hill,  Hampton  (a  distance  of  miles). 
During  the  course  of  the  year  over  284,130,000  gallons  of  sev/sge  were  treated. 

At  the  i orks  the  sewage  passes  into  detritus  tanks  which  are  provided  with 
continuous  automatic  screens.  Heavy  materials  are  dredged  weekly  by 
mechanical  means. 

Sedimentation  takes  place  in  four  rectangular  tanks  which  are  mechanically 
svi/ept . 

Nine  circular  bacteria  beds  are  provided  containing  about  12,000  cu.yds. 
of  filter  media,  and  two  hopper  bottomed  humus  tanks  remove  colloidal  matter 
before  the  effluent  is  passed  to  the  River  Avon. 

Regular  samples  of  effluent  are  taken  and  analysed  by  the  Sewage  Works 
Manager,  and  the  following  shows  average  r^-sults:- 


Average  Chem.iccJ.  Analyses  of  Effluent  (parts  per  million) . 


^ 

Month. 

Oxygen  i.bsorbed 

4 Hours. 

Biochemical  Oxygen 
Demand  5 Days. 

Suspended 

Solids. 

p.  p.  m. 

p.  p.  m. 

p.  p.  m. 

January 

6.1 

2.5 

5.0 

Februa^ry 

7.6 

2.8 

5.0 

March 

8.4 

3.0 

5.0 

April 

11.0 

4.2 

7.4 

May 

14.0 

7.5 

i8.o 

June 

12.7 

8.4 

12.6 

July 

14.4 

10.3 

5.0 

August 

12.7 

17.2 

5.0 

September 

12.6 

8.4 

17.0 

October 

10.9 

9.2 

l4.0 

November 

9.7 

2.5 

11.0 

December 

9.2 

6 . 0 

12.5 

The  total  amount  of  sewage  treated  during  the  year  - 284,130,000  gallons. 
The  tcta.l  amount  of  dried  sludge  produced  - approximately  708  tons. 


Sludge  is  first  digested,  cjid  after  drying  on  underdrained  sludge  beds  is 
disposed  of  to  local  market  gardeners  and  farmers.  About  708  tons  were 
disposed  of  in  this  way  during  the  year. 
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PUBLIC  CLEAN3ING : 

Trade  refuse  was  collectvid  twice  weekly  from  the  shops  in  the  central 
area  up  to  30th  June,  1959«  Thereafter  this  type  of  r^^fuse,  together  v>fith 
domestic  refuse  from  the  rem<ainder  ef  the  Borough,  was  collected  once  weekly. 
Direct  labour  is  employed  for  this  purpose,  on  the  door  to  door  system. 

Defuse  was  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  the  Hampton  Tip.  A 
bulldozer  is  provided  for  levelling  and  earth  spreading. 

Street  cleronsing  was  carrio-d  out  by  the  street  orderly  system  in  the 
central  area  of  the  town,  and  by  mechanical  sv;eeping  in  the  remainder  of  the 
area.  Gullies  were  emptied  by  the  Council's  own  Gully  Emptying  Machine. 

SLIMMING  BATHS: 

The  only  sv/imming  bath  in  the  area  is  the  Corporation  owned  pool  at 
Common  Road,  Evesham.  The  baths  are  open-air  type  and  were  open  from  May 
to  September.  Mains  water  is  used  to  fill  the  pool  and  continuous  mechanical 
filtration  through  pressure  sand  filter,  wdth  the  addition  of  floculating  agent. 
Breakpoint  chlorination  is  also  a continuous  process,  soda  ash  being  added  to 
control  acidity  of  water,  and  alumina  ferric  usel  for  floculaticn. 

V.’att,r  was  examined  f.  r free  chlorine  every  two  h^urs  whilst  the  baths 
were  open  and  a typical  log  sheet  report  reads  as  follows 


Temperature : 

10  a.m.  65°  F. 

2 p.m.  67°  F. 

6 p.m.  67°  F. 

No.  of  Bathe: 

rs:  Morning  - 100. 

ffternocn 

400. 

Condition  of 

Later : 

Time . 

Free  Chlorine. 

pH. 

Clarity . 

8.0  a.m. 

3.0 

7.5 

Good. 

10. C a.m. 

3.0 

7.5 

U 

12  noon 

2.0 

7.5 

T! 

2.0  p.m. 

2.0 

7.5 

rt 

k.O  p.m. 

1.5 

7.5 

n 

6.0  p.m. 

1.0 

7.5 

If 

One  bacteriologicod  sample  and  one  chemical  sample  -were  submitted  to 
the  laboratories  and  these  proved  satisfactory. 
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FACTORIES  i\CTS,  1937  & 19^8. 


P.IRT  I OF  THE  ilCT. 


1,  Inspect!  ns  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health:- 


Number 

Num,ber  of 

Premises. 

_ . 

on 

Re  .I'd  s ter . 

Inspect- 
ions . 

Vi/ritten 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sec.  1,  2, 

3,  ^ & 6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities. 

7 

3 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1) 
in  which  Sec.  7 is  enforced 
by  the  LocadL  Authority. 

94 

26 

2 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec.  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  outworkers' 
premises) . 

3 

6 

2 

- 

TOTilL: 

104 

33 

3 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  Were  found. 

No.  of  cases 
in  which  pro- 

r cvP  u 1 C U±  ClT  S • 

Referred, 

secutiens 

Found. 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Insp. 

By  H.M. 
Insp. 

were  instit- 
uted. 

vVant  of  cleanliness 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 

- 

- 

~ 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors. 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

4 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

. - 

Other  offences  against 
the  jiCt. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

1 

4 

- 

- 

1 

‘ 

P/iRT  VIII  OF  THE  ACT  - OUTWORK. 

During  the  year  18  outworkers  were  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  small  metal 
wa.res  (spectacle  cases).  forking  conditions  were  found  to  be  quite  satisfactory. 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT 
DURING  THE  YEAR. 


No.  of 
Visits. 

Premises 

Involved. 

Informal 
Notices  issued. 

Notices 
complied  with. 

Nuisances 

103 

80 

39 

36 

Obstructed  drains  & sewers 

105 

53 

38 

37 

Defective  closets. 

18 

10 

9 

9 

Camping  sites. 

^9 

9 

3 

2 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

26 

2 

1 

1 

Miscellaneous 

i49 

89 

11 

11 

450 

243 

101 

96 
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iiECTION  D. 


HOUSING , 


Housing  position  at  the  end  of  19^>9 : 


Estimated  population  12,440 

Units  of  accommodation  3*952 

No.  of  persons  per  unit  of  accommodation  3*15 

No.  of  dwellings  rated  during  the  year  21 

No.  of  dwellings  built  by  Council  during  1939  4 

Total  No.  of  Council  Houses  built  in  post-war 

years.  695 

Estimated  No.  of  caravan  dwellings  in  permanent 

occupation  55 

Estimated  No.  of  Counci'’  House  applicants  4CC 


Slum  clearance : 

A further  five  houses  were  closed  as  being  unfit  for  human  occupation 
and  thirty-two  houses  in  the  Bewdley  Street  area  were  purchased  by  agreeraent 
prior  to  rehousing  of  the  tenants  and  redevelopment. 

A scheme  to  provide  38  houses  and  flats  in  the  Bewdley  Lane  area  to 
rehouse  families  displaced  by  slum  clearance  was  accepted  by  the  Authority, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  work  will  commence  early  next  year.  Approximately 
5C  families  living  in  slum  houses  are  still  to  be  rehoused. 

Accommodation  of  old  people: 

A scheme  for  the  construction  of  24  old  people's  bungalows  was  commenced. 
The  scheme  also  includes  a community  room  and  warden's  flat  with  bell  conn- 
ections to  the  bungalows. 

Four  of  the  bungalows  were  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year. 

Caravan  Dwellings : 

A decrease  of  approximately  twenty  in  caravans  used  for  permanent 
occupation  took  place.  This  was  due  to  the  partial  transfer  of  one  of  the 
local  sites  from  residential  caravaning  to  holiday  use  only. 

Rent  Act: 

No  certificates  of  disrepair  were  issued,  but  eight  certificates  issued 
last  year  were  cancelled  after  repairs  were  completed. 

Improvement  Grants: 

During  the  year  15  standard  grants  a.nd  19  discretionary  grants  were  made 
to  secure  improvements  to  houses.  Only  two  of  these  grants  were  in  respect 
of  tenanted  houses  - the  remainder  being  made  to  owner-occupiers. 

Inspections  of  Dwelling  Houses: 

Total  No.  of  houses  inspected  for  defects  - 194 

No.  of  inspections  made  for  this  purpose  - 263 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  made  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  - 21 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  serve  any  statutory  notice  requiring 
any  owner  to  carry  out  repairs. 
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SECTION  E. 


INSPECTICN  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Inspection  of  premises  under  the  Food  & Drugs  Act  continued  to  be  carried 
out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  and  his  assistant. 

Meat  inspection  was  carried  out  at  the  local  bacon  factory  and  slaughter- 
house where  all  carcasses  and  offal  were  examined.  Whenever  possible  ante- 
mortem inspection  w'as  also  carried  out.  Approximately  55%  of  the  Inspectors' 
time  is  taken  up  with  this  work. 


RECORD  OF  INSPECTION  PMD  CONDEMNATION. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed 

1,752 

84 

254 

9,150 

32,830 

Number  inspected. 

1,752 

84 

254 

5,150 

32,830 

All  diseases  except  T.B. : 

I'rf'hole  carcasses  condemned 

1 

Nil 

3 

50 

Carcasses  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned. 

193 

23 

3 

180 

1,266 

Approximate  percentage  of  the 
number  inspected  affected  vdth 
disease  other  than  T.B. 

11% 

28.6% 

1.2% 

2% 

4% 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Vi'hole  carcasses  condemned 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Carcasses  of  which  som^e  part  or 
organ  condemned. 

20 

3 

_ 

— 

885 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  T.B. 

1.1% 

hM 

- 

- 

2.4% 

Parasitic  infestation,  particularly  of  livers  and  lungs,  was  the  chief 
cause  of  condemnation.  Other  causes  included  bruising,  abscesses,  cysts, 
pneumonia,  nephritis,  necrosis,  bone  taint  and  decomposition. 

The  incidence  of  C.  Bovis  showed  a slight  increase  from  15  last  year  to 
19  this  year. 


The  weight  of  meat  condemned  was  appro xima.tely  21  tons,  and  this  was 
disposed  of  at  the  bacon  factory's  digesting  plant,  or  stored  and  collected 
by  bi-product  manufacturers. 


Other  Foodstuffs: 

The  following  were  found  to  be  unfit,  and  were  surrendered  voluntarily: 


Canned  Goods 
Fish 

Meat  Products 
Fruit 

Onions  (imported) 


1270 

203  lbs. 

700  lbs. 

2016  lbs. 

124  cwts. 

2 cwts.  various  other  commodities. 


These  items  were  disposed  of  by  burial  at  the  Council's  refuse  tip. 
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FOOD  SHOPS  .WD  CAFES. 


Grocers,  greengrocers,  sweet  shops  and 
mixed  food  trades. 

Butchers  * 

Bakers  and  confectioners 
Fried  Fish  Shops 
ket  Fish  Shops 
Cafes 

Licenced  premises  (including  clubs) 


69 

12 

9 

3 

3 

17 

39 


Total:  - 155 


Number  of  visits  - 197 

Number  of  informal  notices  complied  with  - 8 


In  addition  to  the  works,  etc.  , carried  out  to  comply  with  informal 
notices,  a number  of  traders  improved  their  premises  and  food  handling 
methods  as  the  result  of  discussion  with  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

Generally  the  standard  of  food  shops  in  the  area  is  satisfactory. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 


No.  of  Dairymen  and  purveyors  registered  - 4 
No.  of  Dairies  registered  - 4 

All  the  milk  retailed  in  the  area  is  now  heat  treated,  a major  part 
of  it  at  a local  dairy  which  maintains  a high  standard  of  hygiene.  All 
20  samples  taJcen  proved  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  4l  inspections  of  dairies  and  milk  delivery  vehicles 
were  made. 


ICECREAM. 


No.  of  retailers  registered  - 60. 

No  icecream  is  now  manufactured  in  the  area,  and  only  well  known 
makes  of  icecream  are  retailed.  Numerous  visits  were  made  to  retailers 
to  check  general  hygiene,  server  sterilizing  and  storage  temperature. 


MANUFACTURE  OF  SAUSAGE,  POTTED,  PRESSED,  PICKLED 
AND  PRESERVED  FOODS. 


Eight  premises  are  registered  for  these  purposes  in  the  Borough  including 
two  large  factories  which  produce  sausage,  pies  and  cooked  meats.  Regular 
visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  ensure  that  the  foodstuff  was  handled 
hygienically . The  general  condition  under  which  these  foodstuffs  are 
handled  '’■nd  produced  can  be  regarded  as  satisfactory.  29  samples  of 
meat  pies,  51  samples  of  sausages  and  29  samples  of  other  meat  products 
were  trlcen  from  these  premises  for  bacteriological  examination.  All 
proved  satisfactory. 
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SECTION  F. 


PREV/'XENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

and  other  diseases. 


Notifiable  Diseases  1939  (1938  figures  in  brackets) : 


DISEASE 


Corrected 

Notifications. 


Admitted 
to  Hospital. 


Deaths. 


Smallpox 
Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Tyxjhoid  Fever 
lara typhoid 
Dysentery 

Cor ebro -Spinal  Meningitis 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Polio  Encephalitis 
Acute  Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Opthalmia  Neonatorum 
Malaria 

Food  Poisoning 


TOT/iS : 


- (-) 

- (-) 

4 (-) 

56  (277) 
- (8) 

- ^-) 

- (-) 
123  (-) 

1 (-) 

- (-) 

- (-) 

^ (-) 

- (2) 

- (-) 

- (-) 

- (-) 

- (-) 


188  (287) 


- (-) 
- (-) 
- (-; 
- (-) 
- (-) 
- (-) 
- (-) 
- (-) 
- (-) 
- (-) 
- (-) 
- (-) 

- (-) 
- (-) 
- (-) 
- (-) 
- (-) 


- (-) 


2 (5  - not 
notified ) 


2 (5) 


FOOD  POISONING: 


No  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  notified  but  as  the  result  of 
other  investigation,  specimens  of  six  persons  examined  at  the  laboratories 
showed  the  presea.ce  of  food  poisoning  orga.nisras  as  follovi/s:- 


Salmonella  tiphimurium  - 1 

" newport  - 1 

" paratyphi  3 - 1 

" saint  paul  - 5 


In  no  case  was  the  source  of  infection  traced, and  of  the  five 
salmonella  saint  paul,  four  occurred  in  one  family,  the  onset  of 
symptoms  being  at  different  periods,  and  \,\ere  probably  duo,  therefore 
to  a spread  within  the  family  from  a single  case. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  TOTAL  NOTIFIED  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  CASES 
(OTHER  THAN  TUBSRCULOSIS)  DURING  THL  YEAB  1939. 
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Under  1 year 
1-2  years 
3 - ^ years 
5-10  years 
11  - 15  years 
l6  - 20  years 
21  - 55  years 
56  - ^5  years 
46  - 65  years 
66  and  over 


2 (4) 

- (-) 

8(48) 

- (1) 

12(67) 

- (3) 

32(155) 

- (4) 

- (1) 

- (-) 

- (1) 

- (-) 

- (1) 

- (-) 

- (-) 

- (-) 

2 (-) 

- (-) 

- (-) 

- (-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(1) 

(1) 


(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 


- (-) 
- (-) 
- (-) 
4 (-) 
- (-) 
- (-) 
- (-) 
- (-) 
- (-) 
- (-) 


- (-) 
- (-) 
- (-) 
1 (- 
- (-) 
- (-) 
- (-: 
- (-) 
- (-) 
- (-) 


56(277)-  (8) 


- (2) 


4 (-) 


4 (-) 


1 (-) 
14(-) 
12(-) 
)67(-) 
11(-) 
2(-) 
)10(-) 
4(-) 
2(-) 

- (-) 


5 (4) 

22(49) 

24(70) 

105(159) 

11(1) 

2(1) 

10(1) 

4(-) 

7(1) 

-(1) 


1 (-)i25(-)i88(287) 


Diphtheria  Immunisation: 


The  number  of  children  immunised  during  the  year  v;as  as  follows :- 
Primary  Immunisation: 

Under  5 years  old  ....  ....  ....  157  (150) 

5 - l4  ^--ears  old  ....  ....  ....  50  (4) 

207  (154) 

Reinforcing  (Booster)  injections  ....  163  (207) 

The  "Immunisation  State"  of  children  in  the  Borough  on  3'lst  December,  1959 
was  as  follows : - 


Age  at  31/12/59  i.e., 

Born  in  year. 

Under 

1 

1959. 

1 - 4 

1955  - 1958. 

5-9 

1950  - 1954. 

10  - l4 

1945  - 1949. 

Under 

15 

Total. 

Last  complete  course  of 
injections  (whether  primary 
or  booster).  A.  1955  - 1959* 

36 

565 

785 

108 

1 ,494 

B.  1954  or  earlier 

- 

- 

18 

594 

612 

No.  of  Births 

197 

8o4 

1 ,040 

1,085 

3,126 

1 1 

(19). 


Smallpox: 


No  cases  of  smallpox  were  reported. 

Number  of  persons  Vaccinated  (or  Revaccinated)  during  1959*- 


Age  at  31st  Dec., 

1959,  i.e.  born 
in  year. 

Under  1 

1959. 

1 

1958- 

2-4 

1955  - 1957. 

5-14 

1945  - 1954. 

15  & over 

1944 

Total. 

Number  vaccinated 

108 

7 

2 

2 

6 

125 

Number  revaccinated 

- 

- 

- 

6 

ri 

17 

The  number  of  infants  vaccinated,  (108)  was  52.4%  of  the  average 
number  of  births  in  the  two  years  1958  and  1959»  which  vir.s  206. 


Tuberculosis : 


New  Cases 

• 

— — ! 

Deaths.  ■ 

Age . 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pul  monary  . 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary . 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 - 

1 - 

5 - 
10  - 
15  - 
20  - 
25  - 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

— 

35  - 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45  - 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55  - 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  and  over 

“• 

" 

Totals : 

2 (3) 

3 (2) 

- (-) 

-(-) 

- (-) 

- (-) 

- (-) 

- (-) 

$ 


M. 

F. 

— 

TOTAL. 

Total  on 

31/12/59. 

Pulmonary 

36 

29 

65 

60 

Non-Pulmonary 

2 

- 

2 

2 

Total: 

38 

29 

67 

62 

(20). 
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EPIDEMIC  OF  DYSENIERY. 


In  March  1959,  an  extensive  outbreak  of  dysentery  came  to  light 
in  the  Badsey  area  of  Evesham  Rural  District. 

On  investigation  it  was  found  that  there  had  been  a considerable 
amount  of  vomiting  and  diarrhoea  among  school  children  in  that  area. 

It  was  suspected  that  sporadic  cases  had  been  occurring  since  the 
beginning  of  the  year. 

On  the  25rd  March,  a number  of  cases  of  vomiting  and  diarrhoea 
were  reported  in  children  attending  an  Evesham  school. 

By  this  tim.e , the  number  of  cases  investigated  in  the  Badsey  area 
v;ere  so  considerable  that  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  in 
Worcester  had  to  restrict  the  number  of  faecal  specimens  to  be 
examined.  Dr.  R.F.  Henderson,  th^_  Director,  considered  that 
sufficient  evidence  had  been  collected  to  assume  a widespread 
infection  of  the  community,  and  that  the  majority  of  histories  of 
illness  with  vomiting  and  diarrhoea  could  be  attributed  to  dysentery 
caused  by  the  organism  shigella  sennei  - Colicine  Type  7* 

Suspect  cases  (i.e.  those  cases  with  history  of  vomiting  and 
diarrhoea)  reported  from  schools  and  by  general  practitioners  were 
investigated. 

Special  Report: 

In  view  of  the  widespread  outbreak  in  Evesham  Rural  District,  Evesham 
Borough  and  Pershore  Rural  District,  a Special  Report  v/as  made  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  in  May  1959« 

NOTE : The  disease  was  not  so  extensive  in  the  Pershore  area,  and  v/as 

considered  to  be  from  another  source,  a.s  the  type  of  shigella  sonnei 
was  different  (Colicine  Type  2). 

Action  taken  to  limit  spread  of  infection: 

(a)  All  medical  practitioners  in  the  area  were  advised  to  be  on  the 
alert  for  dysentery  cases. 

(b)  Attention  of  the  public  was  drawn  to  the  necessity  of  taking 
hygienic  precautions  in  the  home  by  announcements  in  local  press. 

(c)  Copies  of  a circular  letter  from  the  District  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  addressed  to,  and  giving  advice  to  parents,  were  distributed 
to  all  school  children  at  the  beginning  of  summer  term. 

(d)  All  schools  in  Evesham  Borough  and  neighbouring  districts  were 
alerted  to  take  special  precautions  in  the  new  term.  With  the 
co-opera.tion  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  his  staff, 
all  schools  v;ere  visited  and  advice  given  regarding  disinfection  of 
toilet  facilities,  use  of  paper  tov/els,  use  of  communal  equipment, 
sterilization  of  cutlery  and  crockery,  etc. 

(e)  All  school  meal  service  staffs  were  interviewed  and  advised. 

(f)  Arrangements  were  made  with  head  teachers  to  advise  health  departments 
of  all  new  cases  or  nc;w  absentees  from  school. 

(g)  Local  large  food  manufacturers  were  visited  and  all  their  staff  advised 
to  report  any  diarrhoea  r..nd  sickness  in  themselves  or  their  families. 

(h)  All  homes  of  suspect  ana  confirmed  cases  were  visited  and  advice  given. 


(21). 
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Particulars  of  Investigations  of  C?ses  Reported  in  the  Borough: 


1 . Age  Groups  Involved : 

Ages 


Pre-School 
5-7 
7 - 11 

11  - 15 
15  ond  over 


Clinically  or  Bactoriologically 

Positive . 

30 

51 

52 
12 
19 

i64 


As  the  laboratory  could  not  examine  specimens  from  all  suspects,  positive 
results  from  one  or  two  cases  in  a family  were  taJcen  to  indicate  that  other 
members  of  the  family  exhibiting  similar  symptoms  were  clinical  cases  of 
dysentery. 

2.  Total  suspect  cases  investigated.  - 37^ « 


3 . Record  of  Specimens  taken  for  Bacteriological  Examination : 


Submitted  by. 

Total . 

Indl viduale 
Involved. 

Results 
PcB.  Neg. 

Families 

Involved 

Families  with 
more  than 

one  case. 

Public  Health  Departments 

Gent;ral  Medical 

240 

225 

96 

l44 

) 

) 61 
) 

) 

27 

Practitioners. 

37 

56 

29 

8 

277 

261 

125 

152 

61 

27 

Record  of  Faecal  Specimens  taken  in  the  Borough  of  Evesham  and  the  Badsey 

area  of  Evesham  Rural  District  - to  underline  the  widespread  nature  of 
the  outbreak  in  and  near  Evesham. 


Submitted  by 

1 

No.  of 
Specimens. 

■ ■ — 

Individuals 

Involved. 

Results 

Pos.  Neg. 

— 

Families 

Involved. 

Families  with  i 
more  than 

one  case. 

Public  Health  Departments. 

377 

355 

16c 

217 

) 

j 105 
) 

General  Medical 

Practitioners. 

59 

56 

50 

9 

47 

436 

4ii 

210 

226 

— 

105 

1 

47 

1 

j 

DISCUSSION: 

It  will  be  apparent  that  dysentery  is  endemic  in  this  area,  as  in  many 
others,  and  that  in  view  of  the  extensive  production  of  foodstuffs,  stringent 
precautions  in  personal  hygiene  and  rapid  notification  of  cases  to  the  Public 
Health  departments  is  essential  to  control  the  spread. 

The  experience  gained  in  the  control  of  this  epidemic  ha.s  shown  the 
vaJLue  of  a preventative  campaign  directed  at  the  public.  The  method 
chosen  was  through  the  Press,  School  and  Home.  Since  the  school  is  the 
common  meeting  place  of  representatives  from  many  households,  the  chances 
of  the  passage  of  infection  at  school  are  very  high.  Special  measures 
were  instituted  Vifhich  it  is  hoped  will  have  served  the  additional  purpose 
of  long-term  education  in  personal  hygiene. 


(22). 


We  all  have  a duty  to  the  community  to  miaintain  community  health. 

Dysentery  can  only  bo  convoyed  by  organisms  in  excreta.  Communal 
toilets  are  bound  to  become  heavily  contaminated  in  an  epidemic  of  this 
nature.  Frequent  disinfection  of  toilet  seats,  chain  and  door  handles 
during  period  of  use  was  advised  and  the  intelligent  co-operation  of 
caretakers  and  other  attendants  speedily  reduced  the  incidence  of  cases. 

Hand-v/ashing,  which  implies  the  provision  of  hot  water,  soap  and 
clean  towels,  is  a duty  all  of  us,  not  only  food  handlers,  must  accept. 

I am  sure  those  responsible  for  commercial  food  production  will  do 
all  they  can  to  ensure  that  proper  facilities  are  available  for  their 
workers. 

I should  like  to  thank  the  Generali  Medical  Practitioners, 

Dr.  J.W.  Pickup,  County  Medica.l  Officer,  Dr.  R.J.  Henderson,  The 
Director,  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Worcester,  Mr.  J.C.  Brooke, 
Chief  Education  Officer,  and  all  Head  Teachers  of  the  schools  involved, 
for  their  co-operation  and  p':tient  acceptance  of  additional  irksome 
procedures  which  enabled  us  to  deal  effectively  with  the  outbreak. 

The  local  Press  co-operated  magnificently.  Tlianks  are  also  due  to 
the  staffs  of  the  Public  Health  Departments  who  worked  m.any  extra  hours 
visiting  cases  suspected  and  promises,  and  making  reports  on  all  their 
activities. 


(23). 
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